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ОБРАЗЪТ НА ПОБЕДЕНА БЪЛГАРИЯ  
НА СТРАНИЦИТЕ НА ДВА ВЕСТНИКА  

ОТ ГРАД ПИЛЗЕН: „ЧЕШКА ДЕМОКРАЦИЯ“  
И „ЧЕШКА ПОСОКА“*

Ивайло Тихолов**

THE IMAGE OF DEFEATED BULGARIA ON THE PAGES  
OF TWO NEWSPAPERS FROM THE CITY OF PILSEN – 
“CZECH DEMOCRACY” AND “CZECH DIRECTION”

Ivaylo Tiholov

Bulgaria emerged from the First World War (1914 – 1918) defeated and with 
mutilated international prestige. In an attempt to soften the future terms of the 
peace treaty, Bulgarian diplomacy tried to influence the disposition among the 
victorious states. Although these soundings were not very successful, some of them 
reached the pages of the European press. The present study aims to show how 
the image of defeated Bulgaria at the end of the war was presented on the pages 
of two left-wing political newspapers printed in the city of Pilsen. Through the 
chronological approach and content analysis, this article describes how the two 
periodicals unveiled Bulgarians to the Czechoslovak reader, their political elite, 
and their participation in the Great War. Despite the stated negative attitude to-
wards the ruling elite in Sofia, there is no shortage of examples of a condescending 
perspective towards the ordinary population who were considered Slavs. This, in 
turn, is refracted through the prism of the ideological slant of the two newspapers.

Keywords: First World War, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Pilsen, social democ-
racy. 
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