BBJITAPUTE B 3AITAIHUTE BA.HKAI:II/I
(100 TOAWHU ITPEAM U CJIEQ HBON)
COOpHUK C TOKJIaan

BULGARIANS IN THE WESTERN BALKANS
(100 YEARS BEFORE AND AFTER NEUILLY)
Collection of papers



W3naBa ce cbe chaeiictBreto Ha Poup ,,Hayunn nzcinenanms
KbM MUHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha 00pa30BaHUETO U HAyKaTa
(Hdorosop Ne KI1-06-H30/5 ot 13 nexemBpu 2018 1.)

Published with the assistance of the Bulgarian National Science Fund at the
Ministry of Education and Science
(Contract No. KIT-06-H30/5 of 13 December 2018)

(C=> o
HAYYHU
- U3CJIE[IBAHUVA

© ABTopcku KoJiekTuB, 2023

© Anekcannwp I'pebenapos, Mopnanka I'emeBa — chetaButenu, 2023

© VMHCTUTYT 32 UCTOPUYECKH M3clie/iBaHus — bbirapcka akageMusi Ha HayKu-
Te, 2023

Penienzentu: I[Ipod. n-p Pocura CrostHOBA, fo1r. 1-p Anren J[oHeB
ISBN 978-954-2903-76-5

© Group of authors, 2023

© Aleksandar Grebenarov, Yordanka Gesheva — compilers, 2023

© Institute for Historical Studies — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 2023

Reviewers: Prof. Rocitsa Stoyanova, PhD, Assoc. Prof. Angel Dzhonev, PhD

ISBN 978-954-2903-76-5



NHCTUTYT 3A UICTOPUYECKU U3CJIEJIBAHUS
BbJITAPCKA AKAJIEMUSA HA HAYKUTE

INSTITUTE FOR HISTORICAL STUDIES
BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

BBJITAPUTE B 3AIIAJTHUTE BAJIKAHU
(100 TOAVHMU MPEIU U CJE] HbON)

COopHUK C JOKJIaau OT Hay4YHa KOH(pepeHHs
(9 HoemBpu 2020 r.) ¥ HAMOHAJIHA KPBIJAa Maca
(30 HoemBpum 2022 r.), npoBeaenu B Codust

BULGARIANS IN THE WESTERN BALKANS
(100 YEARS BEFORE AND AFTER NEUILLY)

Collection of papers from a scientific conference
(November 9, 2020) and a national round table
(November 30, 2022) held in Sofia

COpU
2023



COopHUKBT € u3naHue Ha IHCTUTYTa 32 UCTOPUYECKU M3CIIEIBAHUS MIPU
bbarapcka akagemus Ha HAyKUTE MO MPOEKT ,,bbarapute B 3anaguure bani-
kanu (100 roguam npemu u cnenq Hooi ) kbm ®onp ,,Hayunu uzcnenpanmsa® —
MunuctepcTBo Ha oOpa3oBanueTo u HaykaTa ([{orosop Ne KI1-06-H30/5 ot
13.12.2018 1.). Toii chabpxka goKIagu OT ABa (popyma — HayuHa KOH(pEPEH-
s ,,bearapure B 3anagaure bankanu (100 roguau npemu u cien Hpoil)®,
npoBezieHa Ha 9 HoemBpu 2020 r., ¥ HAIMOHAIHA Kp'bIJIa Maca ,,bbJarapckoro
KyJITYPHO-UCTOPHUYECKO HACIEACTBO B 3amagHute bajakanu — akTyalHu mpo-
onemu’, cberosina ce Ha 30 HoemBpu 2022 r. M nBaTa ¢opyma ca mpoBeIcHN
B Codus.

The collection is a publication of the Institute for Historical Studies at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences under the project “Bulgarians in the Western
Balkans (100 years before and after Neuilly)” funded by the Bulgarian
National Scientific Fund, Ministry of Education and Science (Contract
No. KII1-06-H30/5 of 13.12.2018). It includes papers from two forums: a
scientific conference “Bulgarians in the Western Balkans (100 years before
and after Neuilly)”, held on November 9, 2020, and a national round table
“Bulgarian cultural and historical heritage in the Western Balkans — current
issues”, held on November 30, 2022. Both forums were held in Sofia.
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ITIOHATUETO ,,3AITAIHU BAJIKAHU*
MEXKIY NUCTOPUA U I'EOITOJINTUKA*

TI'eopeu H. I'eopecues™*

THE CONCEPT OF ,,WESTERN BALKANS*
BETWEEN HISTORY AND GEOPOLITICS

Georgi N. Georgiev

The study is based on a conceptual diplomatic document from the archives
of Austria-Hungary. It is an extensive report from the Prizren Consul Friedrich
Lipich to the Foreign Minister Count Andrdssy, sent in connection with the sepa-
ration of the Kosovo Vilayet from the Ottoman Empire and the upcoming military
outcome of the Bulgarian national question within the complex Eastern Question.
Although dated March 17, 1877, with its messages the document sounds relevant
even today, especially as regards the problem of the Bulgarian cultural and his-
torical heritage in the Western Balkans. It could quite definitely be said that the
authentic, original matrix of the ,,Western Balkans“ is visible in Lipich's report.
The projections outlined by Lipich almost a century and a half ago were carried
out not only by the former Austria-Hungary, but by every Great Power, both from
the West and from the East, whose interests at one time or another became leading
in the Balkans, within a corresponding international order and status quo.

Nowadays, the ,,optimal“ version of these projections in Macedonia and in
the Western Balkans space in general is that there are no Bulgarians, or if there
are, they should be as few and as inconspicuous as possible. Such a fate — cultural,
historical, and even physical — of the Macedonian (Western) Bulgarians was being
prepared and it continues to be prepared and fulfilled. In some places it has suc-
ceeded, in some — not yet, in others — to a large extent.

Therefore, it is all the more necessary to know, assess and explain the per-
sistent different narratives and projections that collide with our own collective

* M3cnenBaHeTo € OChIIECTBEHO B PAMKHTE Ha MpoekT kKbM PoHp ,,Hayunu uzcnen-
BaHus“ — MuHUCTEpCTBO Ha 0Opa3oBaHueTo U Haykata ([dorosop Ne KIT1-06-H30/5 ot 13
nek. 2018 r.) ,,beirapure B 3anaguure bankauu (100 rogunu npenu u cnex Hpoit) ™.

** Teopru H. I'eoprueB — gou. a-p, VIHCTUTYT 3a UCTOPUYECKH HM3CIEABAHUS MPU
bbirapcka akanemus Ha Haykute. Vmeiin: georgi_georgiev.1971@abv.bg [Georgi N.
Georgiev — Assoc. Prof., PhD, Institute for Historical Studies — Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences. E-mail: georgi_georgiev.1971(@abv.bg]
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