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Сборникът е издание на Института за исторически изследвания при 
Българска академия на науките по проект „Българите в Западните Бал-
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проведена на 9 ноември 2020 г., и национална кръгла маса „Българското 
културно-историческо наследство в Западните Балкани – актуални про-
блеми“, състояла се на 30 ноември 2022 г. И двата форума са проведени 
в София.

The collection is a publication of the Institute for Historical Studies at the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences under the project “Bulgarians in the Western 
Balkans (100 years before and after Neuilly)” funded by the Bulgarian 
National Scientific Fund, Ministry of Education and Science (Contract 
No. КП-06-Н30/5 of 13.12.2018). It includes papers from two forums: a 
scientific conference “Bulgarians in the Western Balkans (100 years before 
and after Neuilly)”, held on November 9, 2020, and a national round table 
“Bulgarian cultural and historical heritage in the Western Balkans – current 
issues”, held on November 30, 2022. Both forums were held in Sofia.
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СЪНАРОДНИЦИТЕ НИ В АЛБАНИЯ:  
ЗАБРАВЕНИ ВЪВ ВРЕМЕТО НА СОЦИАЛИЗМА.  

ОБРАТЪТ ОТ 90-ТЕ ГОДИНИ НА хх ВЕК*

Боби Бобев**

OUR COMPATRIOTS IN ALBANIA:  
FORGOTTEN DURING THE TIME OF SOCIALISM.  

THE TURN IN THE 1990S

Bobby Bobev

The text of the article was originally prepared as a report presented at the 
digitally conducted scientific conference on November 9, 2020. It reviews the sci-
entific interest shown so far in the topic as a whole and in its individual aspects. 
The names of researchers such as Svetlozar Eldarov, Georgi Georgiev, Spas Ta-
shev, Petya Asenova, Pravda Kaneva, Anelia Petkova, Emilia Hristova, Lucia An-
tonova, Veselka Toncheva are mentioned.

On the basis of the available scientific literature and archival materials from 
the funds of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the former communist party, a 
comprehensive review of the policy pursued by the Bulgarian state towards our 
compatriots in Albania is made. Three main stages can be outlined quite clearly 
and distinctly: the interwar period, the time of socialism and the changes that 
occurred after 1989. Serious differences are noted within them, not only from the 
point of view of the country’s socio-political organization, but also in its foreign 
policy and specifically the behavior on the national issue. In essence, the time of 
socialism is a separate stage in the overall study from 1914 to 2017, that is, from 
the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries to the act of 
official recognition of minority status of this population in Albania.

The significant in terms of volume and quality archival material used sub-
stantiates the thesis that in the time of socialism, the official Bulgarian policy on 
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дек. 2018 г.) „Българите в Западните Балкани (100 години преди и след Ньой)“.
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