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ИЗВОРИ И РЕАЛНОСТИ ЗА БЪЛГАРИТЕ  
В МАКЕДОНИЯ – МИНАЛО И СЪВРЕМИЕ* 

Александър Гребенаров**

SOURCES AND REALITIES ABOUT  
THE BULGARIANS IN MACEDONIA – PAST AND 

PRESENT

Aleksandar Grebenarov

The study presents and analyzes Bulgarian and foreign evidence, including 
ethno-demographic data, on the Bulgarian character of Vardar Macedonia (now the 
Republic of North Macedonia) and partly on Aegean (White Sea) Macedonia for the 
period 19th-20th centuries. It traces the development of the Bulgarian church- and 
educational work that has received strong support after the establishment of the Bul-
garian Exarchate in 1870. Attention is drawn to the Bulgarian nature of the national 
liberation movement, which began in 1893 in Thessaloniki. It shows the role of the 
Macedonian Bulgarians, who were looking for the key to the liberation and unifi-
cation of Macedonia with the motherland during the 20th century decade of wars.

Regardless of the attempts to assimilate and denationalize the Bulgarians in 
Macedonia after 1919, the national spirit in the region was preserved even in the 
years of the Second World War. The transformations that took place in its aftermath 
in Eastern Europe had a negative impact on the development of the Macedonian 
question for the Bulgarian national spirit in the region. The repressions in Vardar 
Macedonia against thousands of Macedonian Bulgarians were renewed, and others 
were expelled from the Aegean part of the region. Many of their descendants, even 
later could not openly declare their nationality.

Keywords: Macedonia, Macedonian question, Bulgarian schools, Bulgari-
an church, Bulgarian Exarchate, Great Powers, Bulgarian language, Macedonian 
Bulgarians, ethno-demographic data, national liberation movement.
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